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Recreational Marijuana Laws in Other States
The use of recreational marijuana is legal in ten states and the District of Columbia – each of
these jurisdictions has slightly different legal provisions concerning age, sales, amount
possessed, number of plants an individual can possess, taxation and other control provisions. It
is significant to note that the legalization of recreational marijuana occurred through the
referendum process in nine of these states, only one, Vermont, was adopted by the legislature.
In the District of Columbia, the law was passed by the City Council. In Connecticut, the General
Assembly would have to adopt legislation legalizing recreational marijuana, since the state
does not have a referendum process.
States by Year of Adoption:
2012 – Colorado
Washington
2014 - Alaska
Oregon
Washington, D.C.
2016 - California
Maine
Massachusetts
Nevada
2018 – Michigan
Vermont

Positions of Catholic Conferences
Several articles and statements are attached concerning the positions taken by Catholic
Conferences confronting the legalization of marijuana in their states. It is difficult to determine how
large an effort each Conference made in publicizing their position. Below is a summary of the
conference’s positions. Several states had no information available.
1. Massachusetts – the only conference to spend a large sum of money ($850,000) opposing
the legalization of marijuana. The referendum passed. Statement and article attached.
2. Arizona – Conference opposed the legalization of marijuana. The referendum failed.
Statement attached.
3. Nevada - Conference opposed the legalization of marijuana. The referendum passed.
Statement attached.
4. California - Conference did not take an official position on the issue. The referendum
passed. See article.
5. Maine - (No Catholic Conference) – The Bishop of the Diocese of Portland issued a
statement opposing the legalization of marijuana. The statement is attached. The
referendum passed.
6. Michigan - Conference opposed the legalization of marijuana. The referendum passed.
Statement attached.
7. Alaska - Conference opposed the legalization of marijuana. The referendum passed.
Statement attached.
8. Oregon - Conference opposed the legalization of marijuana. The referendum passed.
Statement attached.
9. No information was available on Colorado, Washington State and Vermont.

An article from the National Catholic Register is also attached which summarizes the
positions of the Bishops in the states facing the legalization question.

States Facing Legalization Efforts in 2019
The following states are expecting activity directed at legalizing recreational marijuana in 2019.
Inclusion in this list does not imply that passage of legislation is assured.
1. Connecticut
2. Illinois
3. Minnesota
4. New Hampshire
5. New Jersey
6. New Mexico
8. New York
9. Rhode Island
10.Vermont (allow commercial sale – currently only legal if grown at home for personal use)

Current Connecticut Marijuana Laws
Medical marijuana:
Connecticut’s medical marijuana program was originally enacted on June 1, 2012.
The program protects patients and caregivers from arrest and prosecution if they have
a valid registration card and if the medical marijuana was obtained from the specific
dispensary where the patient is registered.
In 2016, both regulators and lawmakers expanded Connecticut’s medical
marijuana program. On May 17, 2016, Gov. Dannel Malloy signed HB 5450, which
allows minors to qualify if they have been diagnosed with certain medical conditions, if
they have two physicians’ certifications, and if their parents consent. HB 5450 will also
allow dispensaries to provide medical marijuana to certain medical facilities and will
allow nurses to administer marijuana at health care facilities.
Recreational Marijuana:
Since 2011, possession of a half-ounce or less of marijuana has been a civil violation
in Connecticut, punishable by a fine of up to $150, meaning it is not a jail-able offense.
Subsequent offenses are subject to increased fines ranging from $200-$500. Upon a
third violation, offenders are referred to a drug awareness program. In addition to the
fine, anyone under 21 who is found in possession of less than a half-ounce of
marijuana faces a 60-day suspension of his or her driver’s license.
Offense

Penalty

Incarceration

Max. Fine

Possession
Personal Use
Less than 1/2 oz (first offense)

Civil Penalty

N/A

$ 150

Less than 1/2 oz (subsequent offense)

Civil Penalty

N/A

$ 500

1/2 - less than 4 oz (first offense)

Misdemeanor

1 year

$ 1,000

1/2 - less than 4 oz (subsequent offense)

Felony

5 years

$ 3,000

4 oz or more (first offense)

Felony

5 years

$ 2,000

4 oz or more (subsequent offense)

Felony

10 years

$ 5,000

Less than 1 kilogram (first offense)

Felony

7 years

$ 25,000

Less than 1 kilogram (subsequent offense)

Felony

15 years

$ 100,000

1 kilogram or more (first offense)

Felony

5* - 20 years

$ 25,000

1 kilogram or more (subsequent offense)

Felony

10* - 25 years

$ 100,000

Distribution or Cultivation

Within 1,500 feet of an elementary/middle school, public housing project, or daycare center is punishable by an additional 3 years
imprisonment.
By a person 18 years or older to a person under 18 is punishable by an additional 2 years imprisonment.
Distribution or cultivation includes possession with intent to distribute or cultivate marijuana.
* Mandatory minimum sentence

Problems with Legalizing Recreational Marijuana
1. In a report aired in October 2016 on Sunday's CBS 60 Minutes, medical
correspondent Dr. Jon LaPook highlighted some of the problems seen in Colorado that
have increased since the state legalized marijuana use in 2014. This show presented a
good summary of the issues. 1
A. Not the same as alcohol
DR. MARILYN HUESTUS, NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON DRUG ABUSE: There's huge
differences between alcohol and marijuana, and that's one of the things that the public
really needs to understand is they think, "Well, we can take all the rules and everything
we've set up for alcohol and just transfer them over." And they can't do that.
LAPOOK: Dr. Marilyn Huestus, former chief of chemistry and drug metabolism at the
National Institute on Drug Abuse, has been studying marijuana's effects on the human
body for more than 25 years.
HUESTUS: When you take alcohol, it has its effects, and then it leaves the body. When
you take cannibis, it gets into the tissues of your body and is stored.
LAPOOK: It can be stored in the fat.
HUESTUS: It's stored in the fat.
LAPOOK: How about in the brain?
HUESTUS: And the brain is a very fatty tissue. And so we know that it's still in the brain
when you can no longer measure it in the blood.
B. Affects new born babies
Dr. Steven Simerville of Pueblo's St. Mary Corwin Medical Center, who supports an effort
in his county to ban marijuana use there.
He supports the ballot initiative to ban recreational pot -- in part because he says he's
noticed more babies being born with marijuana in their system. His observations are
anecdotal, but he's concerned by what he has seen in his own hospital. In the first nine
months of this year, 27 babies born at this hospital tested positive for THC -- the
psychoactive ingredient in marijuana. That's on track to be about 15 percent higher than last
year.
"What does the mother say when you say, 'Your baby just tested positive for marijuana
and it can possibly harm the baby'? What does the mother say?" Dr. Simerville recalled
that pot legalization has contributed to the misconception that, because it is legal, it is not
harmful for the babies of pregnant women.
- Today's pot is, on average, four to five times stronger than it was in the
1980s. It can also get passed on to babies in high concentrations in breast
milk.
- The baby is getting seven times more than the mothe, and that this drug
has been shown to cause harm in developing brains.
- Research suggests babies exposed to marijuana in utero may develop
verbal, memory, and behavioral problems during early childhood.
C. Affects on teens and the developing brain
Dr. Simerville said there has been a 70 percent increase in teenagers visiting the
emergency room testing positive for marijuana. That worries Dr. Simerville because
evidence is emerging that heavy teenage use -- using four to five days a week -- may be
linked to long-term damage in areas of the brain that help control cognitive functions like
attention, memory, and decision-making. It's not known if there's any amount of marijuana
that is safe for the developing brain, which may still be maturing during the mid to late 20s.
1

October, 2016 - http://www.newsbusters.org/blogs/nb/brad-wilmouth/2016/10/30/cbs-highlights-problemsafter-marijuana-legalization-colorado

2. A February 2016 Boston Globe article highlighted other problems with the
legalization of marijuana in Colorado. 2

A. Law Enforcement
Law enforcement officials paint a picture of a quickly evolving array of laws, regulations,
and ordinances that outpace their enforcement tools for related issues, such as drugged
driving.
For one, they say, there’s no quick, reliable check to see whether drivers are too high to
operate a vehicle safely, as there is for blood-alcohol level. And there’s no easy way to
determine whether food products in a vehicle are infused with pot. “You have no ability to
test the gummy bear laying there on the dashboard,” said Chief John Jackson of the
Greenwood Village, Colo., Police Department said. “Edibles pose a problem because there
is no way to tell the potency of it, there is no way to test it in the field. And no law
enforcement officer is going to lick it and say, ‘Well, there’s marijuana, THC in that.’ ” (THC
is the primary psychoactive compound in marijuana.) Jackson, former president of the
Colorado Association of Chiefs of Police, and other police officials said legalization simply
moved much faster than law enforcement officers’ ability to keep up with it.
Jackson said a fallacy of legalization is that it would give law enforcement time back to
focus on more serious, complicated criminal issues and bigger drug problems. Two years
and two months into full legalization, he said, “we’re not seeing that.”
B. Additional Impacts on Children
Another problem with edible marijuana products, said Dr. Michael DiStefano, who directs
emergency medicine clinical operations at Colorado’s only top-level pediatric trauma center:
the inability of kids to distinguish between normal products and those infused with THC.
When marijuana is “handled responsibly, it’s not an issue for children’s health. The
problem is a lot of these edibles,” he said. “They look like regular candy. . . . There’s no way
to discern what is an edible gummy bear that has THC in it, versus a regular gummy bear. In
fact, you cannot distinguish them unless they’re in the package.”
He said he’s seen an uptick in kids admitted to the ER at Children’s Hospital Colorado —
to about 15 last year — ill from accidentally ingesting edible marijuana-infused foods since
the drug became legal for recreational use in January 2014.
Indeed, the most grinding concerns and the biggest question marks focus on kids and
young adults. But the effects of legalization on children remain effectively unknown with
about two years of experience and lagging statistics.

3. Community unrest is growing based on a Fortune Magazine June 2016
article.3
Citizen groups attempt to put the brakes on the growing industry, a heated debate has
emerged about the drug’s societal impact. Doctors report a spike in pot-related
emergency room visits—mostly due to people accidentally consuming too much of potent
edible pot products. Police face new cartel-related drug operations. Parents worry about
marijuana being sold near their homes and schools. And less affluent communities like
Pueblo struggle with the unintended consequences of becoming home to this emerging and
controversial industry.

2

February, 2016 - https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2016/02/21/from-colorado-glimpse-life-after-marijuanalegalization/rcccuzhMDWV74UC4IxXIYJ/story.html
3
June, 2016 - http://fortune.com/pot-marijuana-colorado/

Amendment 64 decriminalized marijuana statewide, but Colorado’s cities and counties still
decide if the drug can be grown and sold locally. At least 70% of the municipalities in the
state have banned commercial operations, either by popular vote or board decisions.
“I’m getting calls now from people who voted for legalization thinking it wouldn’t affect
them,” says Kevin Sabet, co-founder of national antimarijuana legalization group Smart
Approaches to Marijuana. “They’re surprised to see these are sophisticated businesses
opening up next to their schools selling things like marijuana gummy bears. And they’re
angry.”
But discontent continues to fester in poorer communities, where many of these
operations inevitably land. “We were told that legalization would take drugs out of our
community,” says Candi CdeBaca, a community activist who grew up in the mostly Latino
and poor Denver neighborhood of Elyria-Swansea. “The drugs stayed—and the drug
dealers changed.” CdeBaca points to, for example, an increase in school suspensions
related to marijuana. And unlike the meatpacking plants and refineries that once dotted the
area, CdeBaca says, this new industry hasn’t brought her neighbors jobs. Instead, the
money is flowing to outsiders.

